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Preparing future-ready students for a global society is a Friendswood ISD goal, and Friendswood High School 
is leading the way through their campus goal of creating a dynamic learning community where all students are 
engaged in critical thinking, creativity, communication, and communication in a technology rich environment. 
Students must be ready for higher education, ready for the workplace, ready for service to others, and ready 
for personal success and leadership as they graduate from high school.  By putting the learning in the hands of 
students, we empower them to learn and grow.  This authentic learning approach was sparked by Friendswood 
High School’s principal Mark Griffon attending the Principal’s Institute and bringing the document Creating a 
New Vision for Public Schools in Texas to the faculty.  The faculty studied and collaborated on what education 
should look and feel like based on the six articles.  
  
Friendswood High School believes in promoting the meaningful use of technology integration in authentic 
learning experiences.  The first step was providing a technology rich environment in the classroom and outside 
of the classroom through applications to engage students with their teachers and each other.  By providing the 
technology tools, teachers make learning experiences more effective and engaging.  Technology tools allow 
teachers to design and develop learning experiences with embedded digital components.  The goal of these 
technology rich experiences is to have highly engaged students, and for the students to experience higher 
levels of achievement in their learning.  Friendswood High School utilizes iCoaches to support teachers in 
digital integration lessons, along with providing class sets of laptops in classrooms.  Each subject area has an 
iCoach who is a certified teacher in the particular subject area and has a strong interest and desire to 
incorporate technology into student learning.  The iCoaches combine their deep knowledge of the subject 
area’s learning standards, and love of digital integration, to create lessons rich in student design and creation. 
This approach in learning called for the development of design classrooms at Friendswood High School. 
Design classrooms have the look and feel very different from a traditional classroom of desks in rows.  The 
design classrooms provide spaces which promote collaboration and creativity.  Moveable tables with attached 
whiteboards and projectors allow interactive areas which promote students to communicate, create and 
develop knowledge.  The goal of using technology tools, interactive learning spaces, and digitally enhanced 
lessons is to spark an interest of inquiry within our learners which will result in problem solvers and creators of 
their own knowledge.  
 
A deeper dive into the study of the transformational process allowed Friendswood High School to investigate 
the learning standards and curriculum in naturally blended classes.  This investigation lead to the blending of 
curriculum to enhance authentic application of the learning standards.  The English III curriculum and United 
State History curriculum were married and a blended curriculum emerged. Friendswood High School students 
are now experiencing the English and US History curriculum as one.  This blending of standards allows 
students more creativity, innovation and experience problem solving, while mastering the learning standards of 
both course content.  Another opportunity to utilize the blending concept was with the Physics and Algebra II 
learning standards.  Being able to utilize Algebra II concepts with Physics’ learning standards puts authentic 
learning opportunities right in student’s hands.  Integrating the learning standards of separate content areas 
has shown to be an effective piece of transforming learning experiences for students.  
Friendswood HIgh School now has an even better understanding of the importance of providing many learning 
pathways, giving students more choices when it comes to their personal interests.  These choices include 



fields of study in Engineering, Computer Science, Programming, Biomedical Studies, Health Science, 
Veterinary Medicine, Floral Design, Culinary, Public Law, Public Safety, Audio/Visual Production, Graphic 
Design, Microsoft Certification, Social Media Marketing, and Education/Training, to name a few.  These 
offerings provide meaningful, challenging and relevant choices for students.  The course content also puts the 
learning directly into student’s hands, and promotes creativity, collaboration and critical thinking.  Examples 
include: Biomedical students exploring and investigating the variety of interventions involved in the prevention, 
diagnosis and treatment of disease.  Engineering students focus heavily on group design, and at the 
culmination of their design they receive real-world feedback from current practicing engineers.  Computer 
Science students personally perform cyber attacks on websites, and then implement security policies and 
practices, mitigating the risk of further attacks.  Programming students collaborate in various electronic 
communities to solve problems in designing and programming robots. Through data analysis, students identify 
task requirements, plan search strategies, and use robotic concepts to access, analyze, and evaluate 
information needed to solve problems.  All of these learning experiences prepare students to reinforce and 
transfer knowledge and skills to a variety of settings and problems outside the school walls, which is the true 
meaning of authentic learning.  
 
Friendswood High School also believes organizational transformation encompasses much more than 
transforming learning experiences for students.  It must also include learning experiences for educators.  In 
2016-17 Friendswood High School teachers closely examined their student data in order to develop personal 
learning goals for themselves, in order to improve student outcomes.  The most important question was, “What 
can I learn, and what changes in my practices can occur to promote higher student achievement?” Based on 
the individual teacher’s answers, personal goals were set and existing professional learning communities were 
strengthened with the collective responsibility of the team’s problem of practice.  
 
The professional learning communities then set out on a continuous cycle of improvement to learn!  The cycle 
consists of data to determine student and educator’s needs, shared goals, a problem of practice, and research 
and professional learning, in order to extend educator’s knowledge and pedagogy.  Once these pieces are in 
place teachers select and apply evidence-based strategies within learning spaces, while using artifacts and 
collaboration within the professional learning community to monitor and refine the implementation.  At times, 
the evaluation of student outcomes call for more research and adult learning.  At other times, increased 
student achievement, a result of the professional learning, is cause for celebration!  
 
The community of Friendswood High School is committed to graduating college and career minded students 
who are prepared for the changing landscape of a global society.  This commitment demands a true 
understanding toward organizational transformation, and the continuous action necessary to make it a reality 
for our students.  
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